Walking in the Spirit - Introduction
3 orders of creation
1. plants – body only     Gen 1:11-12

2. creatures – body and soul     Gen 1:20-25

3. mankind – body, soul, spirit     Gen 1:26-28
4 words for life

1. bios – period or duration of physical life, manner of life     Luke 8:14, 1 Tim 2:2

2. anastrophe – manner of living, customs, behavior, conduct     2 Tim 3:10, Gal 1:13
3. psuche – soul life, natural life, seat of personality     Matt 2:20, 6:25; Luke 9:23-25

4. zoe – eternal, Spirit life, God’s kind of life     John 5:26, 4:24

God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.     John 4:24
for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,     Phil 3:3
Do you not know that you are a temple (sanctuary) of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1 Cor 3:16

For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”     2 Cor 6:16b
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If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.     Gal 5:25

God is a God of order. He does not desire for us to live at a level lower than which we were created.

Our soul is made up of our mind, will, emotions.
Mind – the element or complex of elements in an individual that feels, perceives, thinks, wills, & especially reasons. Conscious mental events and capabilities in an organism. (Websters)

intellect, logic, reasoning

Will – used to express desire, choice, willingness, consent (Websters)

Emotions – the affective aspect of consciousness (Websters)     feelings
Unless we have received Godly training, all of our training has been to acquire knowledge and understanding to live life. It has been to train our soul.
These things aren’t bad as long as they are in right order. Our spirit is to have dominion over our soul and body.
Our soul and body are as old as we are physically. When we become born again, our spirit comes alive to God. Just as our soul and body have grown, our spirit has to grow.  This process takes time.    Luke 1:80

The Pharisees observed that Peter & John were uneducated and untrained men. Yet, Jesus used them in healing the lame beggar at the temple. The Pharisees also recognized that Peter & John had been with Jesus.     Acts 4:13-14, 3:1-16

Paul was highly trained and educated. God used him to write most of the New Testament and to spread the gospel of Christ.     Phil 3:1-11

Regardless of our training and education, God will use us in His kingdom as we are submitted to Him.

God doesn’t always do things that make sense to us. His thoughts & ways are higher than ours. Is 55:8,9

He told Noah to build an ark when it hadn’t yet flooded. (Gen 6:17-22) He told Naaman to dip in the Jordan 7 times to be healed of leprosy. (2 Kings 5:1-14)  He told the widow at Zarephath to give away her last meal in order to have provision for the future. (1 Kings 17:12-16) He told Jesus to wait 4 days before resurrecting Lazarus from the dead, so that the glory of God would be revealed. (John 11:11-46) Hand-kerchiefs were carried from Paul’s body to the sick so that they were healed. (Acts 19:12)
God is never late, but very rarely early. Impatience can cause us not to walk in the Spirit.
Patience – 1) bearing pains or trials calmly or without complaint 2) manifesting forbearance under provocation or strain 3) not hasty or impetuous 4) steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity
While we are waiting on God to fulfill His promises, we will be tested. If we are not led by the Spirit, we may wind up with an Ishmael. Gen 15:1-4, 16:2-16, 17:21, 18:14, 21:1-3, 22:12-18

Despite us, God is faithful to keep His word to us.

We are called to worship Him. Worship is more than singing praises to God. Abraham and Isaac went up to the mountain to obey God’s command. Abraham called it worship. Gen 22:4-8 Our spiritual service of worship is presenting ourselves to God as a living and holy sacrifice. Romans 12:1
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.     Gal 5:25

